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Principal’s Corner
Dear Johnson Families,

We hope you had a restful fall break. December has
come quickly, and | wanted to take a moment to thank
you, our community for your support in so many ways!
Thank you for supporting our Turkey Round-Up. At last
count, we had 99 turkeys donated. Johnson was high-
lighted on our district website. As we move into the hol-
iday season, thank you for supporting our Giving Tree.
The Giving Tree supports families within Johnson’s community.

Our School Advisory and Accountability Committee met on November 4™. We
discussed our remote model and our in-person learning model. Our SAAC gave
us valuable feedback, and we have adjusted our remote learning schedule to
accommodate more afternoon small group instruction for some grade levels.
The feedback we are getting from our staff is children are much more engaged
in phase 1 round two than we have seen previously. Thank you for your incred-
ible support in this challenge.

January brings our school of choice season. We are open to school of choice
families at many grade levels. If you have a friend who is looking for a school
like Johnson, please have them go to our website to explore what we offer. Of
course, most of the information is about a traditional setting rather than hybrid
or completely remote. January also brings our first official report card. Please
check your child’s progress. If you have questions about your child’s report
card, please contact his/her teacher.

In closing, have a restful, joyful break with family and friends. We will see you
in 2021!

Georgianna Dawson, Principal

The Youth Clinic

Since 1964 We’ve Been
Well Care Visits Phone Nurse 4 Convenient
v for Kids & Teens Available Locations

Call to Schedule Your Appointment: 970.482.2515

“AS°A Designated “Sick”
«"| &“Well" Locations

Aavertising in this newsletter does not imply endorsement by Poudre School District.
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soSalud Fort Collins

Family Health Centers

WE ARE HERE FOR
YOUR CHILD'S HEALTH!

MEDICAL = DENTAL = PHARMACY
BEHAVIORAL HEALTH

saludclinic.org

Call us to schedule
your appointment today!

(303) 697-2583

All Women. Always.

Comprehensive women's
healthcare for all stages of life.

The =
Women'’s Clinic
of Northern Colorado

9704937442
womensclinichoco.com
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AP’s Angle
Rock Solid Participation!

When | was a child, | remember being woken up one
morning by a thunderous sound coming from our drive-
way. As | squinted out of my bedroom window to see
what it was, it didn’t take long to notice that an enor-
mous monster (of rocks) had been sent by the gods on-
to our property. As | gazed at the mysterious mound with concern and con-
tempt, it stared directly back at me with an evil grin. Somehow, it yelled to me
and beckoned me outside to face my fears, or maybe that was my dad, who
was waiting with shovels, wheel barrels, and directions for what would turn out
to be a long, back-breaking weekend of hauling endless loads from the drive-
way to the back yard, until my brothers and | completely vanquished the rock
beast from sight.

As | miserably focused on the inconvenience and pain | was feeling through this
tough task, my older brother seemed excited and pleased that, as result of the
challenge before us, his muscles were going to get ripped! He also made games
with the shoveling and hauling back and forth, and his positive attitude made
the entire ordeal kind of fun. Working with him, my cloud of gloom soon lifted.

On Friday, December 4™ following TTV, students will watch a virtual PRIDE As-
sembly, where we will recognize PRIDE Students of the Month. Principal Daw-
son will announce the students who, like my older brother, have been shining
examples of what it means to Participate Positively, both at school and during
remote learning, where heavy (brainpower) lifting has been happening. Stu-
dents, whose awesome attitudes make learning look easy and fun! We will also
be awarding the Big Trophy (K-2) and the Gold Cup (3-5) to the classrooms with
the best attendance (both in-person and remote) so far this semester. Plus, we
will have a special message from a mystery guest, and much more! The video
of the virtual assembly will also be posted on the school’s website (Follow the
TTV link).

continued on next page

No health insurance?

You may qualify for financial help.

Free virtual
and in-person
appointments

= i Open Enroliment
N starts Nov. 1

HealthDistri(t

LARIMER HEALTH CONNECT
970-472-0444

larimerhealthconnect.org
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YOUR COMMUNITY-
DRIVEN AND COMMUNITY-
OWNED FIBER NETWORK!

NO DATA CAPS!
NO CONTRACTS!
NO INSTALL FEES!

Learn more & sign up for notifications at

FCCONNEXION.COM

Auiiary aids and servies are avaiiable for persons with disabiities.

AP’s Angle continued

For our next Virtual PRIDE Assembly, we will be acknowledging students who
go the extra mile with what it means to practice the “R” in PRIDE, which is to:
RESPECT EVERYONE

Great work, Thunderbirds! We have so much to cheer about at Johnson.

Matthew Hughes, Assistant Principal

Holiday Support through the Johnson Giving Tree

We are still planning our traditional Johnson “Giving Tree” initiative for this
year. Over the years, it has been an honor to serve many Johnson families
through this fund. We have been able to purchase much needed items to help
get families through some difficult times. This year, especially, a lot of students
and families may have a need and we are hoping that by continuing our Giving
Tree efforts, we can continue to be a community school that brings supports
together for those in need. The school staff and so many of our Johnson fami-
lies appreciate so very much all of you who have contributed to this over the
years!

If you would like to contribute, we are planning to use SchoolPay as a means for
people to donate. As you know, we usually use change jars. This isn't possible
this year. The intention, though, is still the same. Any amount you feel com-
fortable with goes directly to providing resources for families at our school
(utilities, clothes, winter gear, etc). Click on the SchoolPay link, choose Giving
Tree, and donate the amount you would like: SchoolPay

There are also several holiday programs and resources available through com-
munity agencies. If you need additional information, please contact Wrenn
Thornton, Johnson’s Secretary at wthornto@psdschools.org (970-488-5003) or
Jason Allen at jallen@psdschools.org (970-488-5038).

Jason Allen, School Counselor

Reach Parents in Larimer County
through our mobile-ready newsletters

w
™

Market your business in both Poudre and Thompson
school districts.

You gain visibility and targeted, increased awareness;
schools gain funds from advertising revenue.

Advertise with The School Newsletter Company
Joe Mivshek 970-420-7163 | SchoolNewsletterCompany@gmail.com
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Updates from the Music Classroom!

Hi musical Johnson Thunderbirds! Below are some updates from the music
classroom.

« Make sure your child(ren) are attending all specials classes. Itis a part
of their daily required schedule. Most of my assessments are perfor-
mance based and students need to be there in order for me to assess
their musical abilities.

4

. 4" and 5" graders were learning the ukulele during our hybrid
learning model. It was wonderful to see their excitement and hard
work toward our beginning lessons! Due to the virtual schedule, we
cannot do ukulele.. but we will resume our ukulele unit when learning
goes back to our hybrid learning model. For now, we will be learning
the notes of the treble clef with some favorite holiday and winter tunes.

0 If you still want to purchase a ukulele for home practice see the
links below. Instruments are great birthday and holiday gifts!

0 Ukulele Suggestion: Here is a link to purchasing a Kala Water-
man ukulele through Amazon or West Music. They are available
in a variety of colors and even glow in the dark!

¢ https://www.amazon.com/Kala-KA-SWB-Waterman-
Soprano-Ukulele/dp/B01LW7K0H4/ref=sr 1 10?
dchild=1&keywords=waterman+kala+ukulele&qid=16034
76446&sr=8-10

¢ https://www.westmusic.com/guitars-folk/
ukuleles/305033

e Here are some concepts other grade levels are learning:

0 Kindergarten — reading and performing steady beat, singing in
tune, and melodic direction

0 1* grade — performing and creating long and short-short
rhythms (quarter and eighth notes), steady beat movement

o 2™ grade — longer rhythms (half note), reviewing solfege from
last year and a new mystery solfege syllable

o 3" grade — performing and creating rhythms, learning do solfege
along with reviewing mi, sol, and la, and creating their own
movements/dances to music

continued on next page
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Updates from the Music Classroom!

. 'J] Since we cannot have traditional live performances, | will be re-
cording videos in November and December of classes performing songs,
instrumental pieces, and/or dances. Please look out for videos of mini-
performances in mid-December!

Breanne Mathias, Johnson Music Teacher — Contact: bmathias@psdschools.org

News from PE Land
Hi Thunderbirds,

Well, we are back remotely again, and | am so grateful we had 6 weeks of
school with the children before the Fall Break. Being outside (when it wasn’t
smokey or cold) was a great change of pace and now we are pivoting back to
remote, as experienced learners.

We will be limited in PE class but NON- remote activity and the great outdoors
where most of us get our exercise and recreation will always be there if you
can stay warm. Here are just a few; sledding hills, biking/walking trails and
parks for your enjoyment. There are many “YouTube coaches” out there (The
Body Project, Emily, HIIT for beginners, Hip Hop Tabata with Keara, Cosmic
Kids, Class FitSugar). | know you will find some you like. | will also have some on
the Johnson PE Learning Page.

Lastly, participation in specials is a real thing. Specials teachers will be taking
attendance as part of student grades.

Jim Rumbold, PE Teacher — Contact: jrumbold@psdschools.org

Kindergarten Registration 2021 - 2022

Kindergarten is an exciting and important first step on your student’s educa-
tional journey. Kindergarten Registration for the 2021 — 2022 school year is just
around the corner. Registration will be online only. Registration information
has not been updated for the 2021 — 2022 school year yet — but we expect it
will be soon! Please visit the PSD Website for the most up to date information:
Kindergarten Registration.

The Johnson team is in the planning stages of offering a virtual open house.
Stay tuned!
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School Options and Choice for
School Year 2021 - 2022

Applications are being accepted for the 2021 — 2022 school year.

PSD’s School Choice program allows families to select the school that best
meets their child’s educational needs based on space availability and eligibility
requirements. A school choice application is required to attend a school that is
not a student’s neighborhood school or to attend only by choice.

The first-round application deadline is Friday, January 15" for all grade levels.
Application forms must be submitted online for the desired choice school or
program. The order in which applications are received during this period does
not affect a student’s chances or acceptance. Parents must complete and sub-
mit a separate application for each child.

For complete details and application visit this website: School Options and
Choice

Poudre Library Winter Reading Challenge

Poudre Libraries is offering a Winter Reading Challenge for all ages including
adults! We hope this offers some incentive to keep reading over the winter
months.

The reading challenge runs from Nov. 16, 2020 - Feb. 7, 2021 but you can sign
up any time after the challenge begins!

1. A Winter Tale reading logs are available at the libraries and online —
these can be accessed by using the Curbside Pickup Service or by vis-
iting www.poudrelibraries.org/winter

2. Starting Monday 11/23, there will be an online Grand Prize Entry form
available on the Winter Reading Challenge webpage so people can en-
ter the drawing that way.

3. Completion prizes are set to be available for pick up beginning 12/1 and
run through 2/7/21
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Johnson Calendar of Events

December

4 Live Virtual P.R.l.D.E Assembly *Teachers to
share details

14 4:00 —5:00 pm | JPTO Executive Board Meeting

18 Second Quarter Ends

21-31 NO SCHOOL — Winter Break

January 2021

1 NO SCHOOL — Winter Break

4 NO SCHOOL - Staff Workday

11 4:00 - 5:00 pm JPTO Executive Board Meeting

13 6:00 - 7:30 pm SAAC Committee Meeting

14 Kindergarten Registration for 2021/2022 School
Year

15 Noon School of Choice First Round Deadline: Second-
ary Schools

15 Noon School of Choice First Round Deadline: Elemen-
tary Schools

18 NO SCHOOL — Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday

25 6:30- 7:30 pm JPTO General Membership Meeting

Review the PSD Calendar for dates beyond this date:

2020 — 2021 Revised K-12 Student/Teacher Calendar
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In Case you Missed It

Important Information from Previous News Updates

PSD Continues Distributing Meals

When PSD is in Phase 1 remote learning, meals will be available for students to
pick up at designated school and mobile sites. The USDA extended its school
district reimbursement program, so meals will be free for all children 18 or
younger through the end of the 2020-21 school year, instead of through De-
cember as previously communicated. The Food Bank of Larimer County meal
sites are also open to all children 18 or younger. See the full list of locations on
the PSD Meals During 2020-21 web page. >>

How COVID-19 Case Protocols Shift in Phase 1

Although PSD has shifted to remote education, staff and some identified at-risk
students will still be in our buildings. Our COVID-19 Response Teams will con-
tinue contact tracing assessments during this time, in accordance with LCDHE.

Poudre School District COVID-19 Case Dashboard

PSD launched the COVID-19 Case Dashboard on Nov. 13, 2020. The dashboard
is designed to give our community a transparent look at the prevalence of
COVID-19 in PSD. Staff will consistently vet PSD's dashboard data to ensure
they are as current and accurate as possible.

PSD COVID-19 School Status: This page features PSD’s data dashboard and in-
formation about COVID-19 case assessments.Read more >>

Return to Learn: Information about when students and staff can return to
school and work after experiencing symptoms. Read more >>

Health and Safety: More on the 3 W’s (wear a mask, watch your distance, wash
your hands), cleaning and sanitizing of schools, and more. Read more >>

PSD COVID-19 protocols: Learn more about state and county guidance for
what happens when there is a COVID-19 case or outbreak in PSD and review
the district’s staff and student protocols. Read more >>

Larimer County COVID-19 data: Larimer County Department of Health and En-
vironment current COVID-19 data. Read more >>
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Tech Support

PSD Community Tech Portal: Technical support information, how-to guides,
documentation and more.

Technical Support and Resources: General overview of tech support, teacher
learning pages and links to Poudre River Library videos.

Email: covidtechhelp@psdschools.org

Phone: Family and Student Support Line at 970-490-3339

How is PSD Supporting Students with Disabilities
During Phase 1?

During remote learning, a student’s Integrated Services teacher and/or team
will communicate with families about how services will be provided for their
child. The services will address goals and objectives included in each child’s In-
dividual Education Plan (IEP).

The Integrated Services Department is planning to bring eligible students with
disabilities, identified using rigorous criteria, into schools for “boost sessions”
to problem solve any access challenges a student might be experiencing or to
receive a boost with instruction. As an example, a boost session could be used
as time to connect, work on a specific skill, learn to access the computer, or
receive a boost with instruction. More information about PSD’s support of stu-
dents with disabilities is available on this web page.

How is PSD Supporting At-Risk Students During
Phase 1?

PSD staff have been working with community partners to provide our neediest
students (academically and financially) with safe places to participate in their
remote learning. Like they did in August and September, remote learning sup-
port centers (RLSCs) will be open at PSD schools.

¢ Identified students lack the resources at home to participate in remote
learning; English Language Learners; and those identified as needing
significant intervention for English or mathematics.

¢ At RLSCs, students will access meals, internet services and mental
health support.

o Staff will supervise students in-person while they engage in remote
learning with their grade-level or content area teachers.

e Supervisory staff do NOT provide in-person instruction or academic sup-
port.

o Expect to see buses at PSD schools as our students are transported to
the RLSCs.
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Student Council and Morning Fresh

Johnson’s Student Council is still collecting Morning Fresh milk caps. There is a
tote located near the front door at Johnson. Please use the hand sanitizer pro-
vided before opening the box. See flyer included in today’s newsletter for more
information.

Emergency Contact Information

Now, more than ever, it is very important that we have up to date emergency
contact information for each student. Please be sure that we have current
phone numbers for both parents/guardian, and additional emergency contacts
in case we are unable to reach the parent/guardian. Parents can view and up-
date information on file for your child through ParentVUE.

If you are unable to access ParentVUE — please call our office (970-488-5000) to
check the information we have on file for your child.

AlphaBEST Education

Did you know AlphaBEST Education offers a program that facilitates the stu-
dent's distance learning and adds enrichment, fitness, fun and quiet time in a
safe and supervised environment? They offer programs at several Poudre
School District locations. The program starts on Monday, November 30th.
Hours: 7:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m., Monday - Friday.

A secure registration platform is available on the AlphaBEST website.

Please contact AlphaBEST with questions: 972-668-0640 or customerserv-
ice@alphabest.org

School Donations help with Learning Materials

These donation items are visible in SchoolPay: Pay Fees/Charges Online

Our budget has seen significant cuts due to the decrease in enrollment, caused
by COVID-19. We are very thankful for the donations that we have already re-
ceived from the Johnson Community.

¢ Johnson Supplies: Kindergarten - 5th Grade 2020-21

$20 to cover all or a portion of the cost of purchasing expendable sup-
plies to be used by all students for literacy, math, social studies, science,
and craft activities. Waivers are not applicable; students will have access
to the supplies regardless of whether payment is made. For families
with more than one child enrolled at Johnson — we would only ask for
one donation of $20.

e Johnson Student Planner: 4th & 5th Grade 2020-21

S4 To cover all or a portion of the cost of the planners. Waivers are not
applicable; all students will receive a planner regardless of whether pay-
ment is made.
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Join us for the next JPTO General
Membership Meeting

JPTO General Membership meetings will generally be held on the last Monday
of each month from 6:30 p.m. — 7:30 p.m. Our next meeting will be held virtual-
ly on Microsoft Teams on January 25 at 6:30 p.m. All Johnson parents and
guardians are welcome.

If you would like a link to the meeting or have any questions and ideas on how
to better serve our Johnson community please email

JPTO80526@gmail.com. As always, you do not have to be on the Board to
attend these meetings and have a say in what goes on. You can attend PTO
meetings and be a voting member without having an official role.

Meet our JPTO Officers:
e President Andrea Evans
e Vice-President Wednesday Melssen-Vogel
e Treasurers Amelia Olschner
e Secretary Melissa Bolovitz
¢ Events and Fundraising Kelly Steinway and Shalese Payton

What exactly does JPTO do?

JPTO has previously sponsored events such as the Fund Run, Family Movie
Night, Fall and Spring Book Fairs, Family Fun Nights, and Original Works just to
name a few! This year we are looking at other creative ways we can safely pro-
vide school spirit events for our Johnson community. We would love your in-
put!

Through fundraising JPTO has been able to purchase items for our school, sup-
port our amazing staff and community by providing appreciation weeks, spirit
gear, and funding staff request for various needs. This year we will strive to
continue this tradition to provide learning tools and experiences that teachers
and students can benefit from to meet the moment, whether we are learning
virtually or in the building at any point throughout the school year.

This year’s needs may look different than previous years. We will continue to
support our staff in ways that will keep your students safe and learning
throughout the year.

Check out our new website http://johnsonpto.weebly.com and our Community
Events page on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/
JohnsonElementaryCommunityPage/

Please "like" our page to get notifications of upcoming Johnson events for the
community and invite your Thunderbird friends!

Andrea Evans, JPTO President
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Ongoing Fundraisers for Johnson Elementary

These passive fundraisers directly benefit Johnson Elementary discretionary
fund/classroom budgets:

American Furniture Warehouse Fundraiser

Shop at any AFW location, online or by phone and mention Johnson Elemen-
tary at checkout. Our school will receive 2% donation on any purchase, 4% on
Beauty Rest mattresses. Invite others to participate. Friends and Family can
help too!

Caps4Cash — Morning Fresh Dairy Fundraiser

Caps4Cash is a Morning Fresh Dairy program where schools earn cash by col-
lecting caps from Morning Fresh Dairy glass bottles. Each cap will be redeemed
for 5 cents. We use this fundraiser to help support our Student Council Pro-
gram.

Advertising Fundraising for Johnson

Organizations can purchase advertising in individual school newsletters through
the School Communications Agency. 60% of revenue from advertising goes
back to the school to be used at the principal's discretion. Contact: (970) 239-
1641

Fundraisers that Directly Benefit JPTO

Box Tops Fundraiser

Looking for a quick and easy way to help support our amazing school? Down-
load the free Box Tops App. And register Johnson Elementary as your school
and when you go shopping just go into the app and take a picture of your re-
ceipt and it will give our school .10 per participating items, just make sure you
submit them within 14 days of your purchase.

King Soopers Community Rewards Fundraiser

Johnson has been added to the list of nonprofits eligible for funding through
their community rewards program. We encourage our families to register your
King SooperCard and choose Johnson as the designated nonprofit.

e Go towww.KingSoopers.com

e Scroll all the way down near the bottom of the page where you will see
“Community” click on it.

¢ You will then see “KingSoopers Community Rewards” click on it.
e Inthe middle of the page you will see “enroll now” click on it.

e Next you will need to add your email and password.

continued
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Ongoing Fundraisers for Johnson Elementary

If you’ve never logged in before, but still have a card, you can attach an email
and password to your existing number by creating an account.

If you don’t have a card, choose “create an account”.

A search box will open to select your charity — type “Johnson PSD” on the left
of the screen. On the right, you can select “education” as type. Click on the
magnifying glass for the search to work and select your organization.

There are two Johnson schools listed. The address is with it, so finding ours is
easy and at the top. (4101 Seneca Street) Click “enroll”

Adding this card will not affect your gas points or other discount benefits you
receive through King Soopers.

Amazon — Smile.amazon.com Fundraiser

Amazon has a wonderful giving program called Smile.amazon.com
that gives 0.5% of your qualified purchases to a charity of your choice. Here is
how you can give to Johnson Elementary. All you have to do is register!

How to enroll:

Go to smile.amazon.com, scroll to the bottom of the page.

e At the bottom of the page click on "get started"
e It will take you to a login page. Log in with your amazon account

e On the task bar you will see Your Charity. You can then select the chari-
ty. Our registered name is Johnson Parent Teacher Organization. (It is
not listed as Johnson Elementary.)

Know that all funds go to support our school, Johnson Elementary.

Remember you must log in from the smile page at smile.amazon.com each
time you make a purchase for the charitable donation to count.

Thank you so much for supporting our school!


https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7Ctcrewdso%40psdschools.org%7Cbcd7a11311e1425c08b508d85902afc5%7C0d6d846ceadd4b6cb03ef15cd4b7e9cf%7C0%7C0%7C637357215357974974&sdata=8k5YODxAZXI2dlvjmIIBiNDP7egv
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7Ctcrewdso%40psdschools.org%7Cbcd7a11311e1425c08b508d85902afc5%7C0d6d846ceadd4b6cb03ef15cd4b7e9cf%7C0%7C0%7C637357215357974974&sdata=8k5YODxAZXI2dlvjmIIBiNDP7egv
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7Ctcrewdso%40psdschools.org%7Cbcd7a11311e1425c08b508d85902afc5%7C0d6d846ceadd4b6cb03ef15cd4b7e9cf%7C0%7C0%7C637357215357974974&sdata=8k5YODxAZXI2dlvjmIIBiNDP7egv

Early Childhood Education

PSD’s preschool program still has open spaces for the 2020-21 school year.
More families may qualify now than ever before. To learn more and begin your
application online, visit the Early Childhood Education web page or call 970-490
-3204.

Parents wanted for the District Accountability
Commiittee

The Poudre School District’s District Accountability Committee is looking to fill
several important representative seats for the 2021-2021 school year. We
would love to have a representative from Johnson. Interested? Here is infor-
mation about the committee and how to apply!

Frequently Asked Questions and resources

Answers to other common questions are available on the PSD website. Read
more >>

Technical | Health & Safety | 2020-21 School | ParentVUE | PSD Virtual
Support Year

Calendar | Transportation School Meals District Pol- | Departments
icies

Quick Links

e Johnson Elementary Website

e PSD Schools Parent Website

e District News

e PSD School Calendars & Schedules



https://www.psdschools.org/programs-services/early-childhood-education/apply-programs-preschool
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NGaayLEoIDofc6xcIb9LEGCqtxDuFkqe/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NGaayLEoIDofc6xcIb9LEGCqtxDuFkqe/view?usp=sharing
https://www.psdschools.org/node/1565
https://www.psdschools.org/node/1565
https://techportal.psdschools.org/
https://techportal.psdschools.org/
https://www.psdschools.org/psd2020-21/healthsafety
https://www.psdschools.org/psd2020-21
https://www.psdschools.org/psd2020-21
https://www.psdschools.org/ParentVUE
https://vrt.psdschools.org/
https://www.psdschools.org/Your_District/Calendars
https://www.psdschools.org/transportation
https://www.psdschools.org/department/child-nutrition
https://www.psdschools.org/policies
https://www.psdschools.org/policies
https://www.psdschools.org/departments
https://joh.psdschools.org/
https://www.psdschools.org/schools/parents
https://www.psdschools.org/community/district-news
https://www.psdschools.org/your-district/calendars

