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Principal’s Corner 

continued on next page 

Dear Johnson Families:  

We are very excited to see you and your children!  I am so excited to open the 
school year with all children returning to in-person learning.  Our theme for 
the year is “Back on Track.”  We are hopeful for a gradual return to 
“normalcy.” At the writing of this newsletter (July 29, 2021), our district 
leaders are still in discussions of what our COVID safety protocols should be.  
Please look for a more detailed email from me come August 6.  Thank you 
again for your patience as our school district navigates our desire to get 
children back into learning and navigating what that should look like as we 
face the continued challenge of the COVID 19 pandemic.  

We remain committed to your child’s learning and well-being; to this end, as 
staff return, we will focus our collaboration on the following to meet the 
above challenge.   

 Prioritizing learning to ensure academic progress  

 Teacher and family collaboration 

 Continued social emotional learning  

 Frequent feedback for students and their learning 

 Safety protocols  

mailto:gdawson@psdschools.org
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Principal’s Corner       continued 

On a different note, our school has gone through some changes during the 
summer.  We have a new metal roof, we have had work done to our 
intermediate playground to hopefully alleviate the seasonal flooding, and our 
US map has been repainted by a student volunteer.  Our JPTO funded a new 
play apparatus for our primary playground.  We expect delivery of this new 
play equipment by end of September.  I will keep you all updated as to when 
we expect installation.  

As usual, we also have had staff changes over the summer.  We are currently 
seeking and hiring for instructional paraprofessionals and a first-grade teacher.  
As soon as we have all staff hired, we will send out a current staff list.   

Finally, our Back-to-School night will be an in-person event on August 23rd.  
Please see more information about this night below.   

We will continue to focus on grace, patience, and flexibility as we are all in this 
together.  Thank you in advance for making Johnson a great place to be! 

Best to you all,  
Georgie Dawson 

http://www.fcconnexion.com/
http://www.saludclinic.org/
http://www.womensclinicnoco.com/
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continued on next page 

AP’s Angle 

An Olympic Event Metaphor  

What a special summertime treat it is when the Olympic 
Games dominate the TV channels. The stories of effort 
and triumph are always so inspiring. This year, one of my 
favorite events to watch was the Canoe Slalom event. In 
this event, athletes are challenged to maneuver their 
canoes through a fast moving, down-river slalom course. They use incredible 
muscle power, technique, skills, balance, and tenacity to overcome the strong 
flow and currents to correctly complete the course, which is based on getting 
their boats and bodies between several gates placed throughout the fun ride. 
What a great metaphor this white-water event is for the journey of learning – 
sometimes learning is free flowing, fun, and easy, and then suddenly learning 
makes us paddle harder to get through all the gates of academic, creative, 
social, and physical learning targets. Johnson’s staff are focused on building 
students’ school muscles, and to teaching the techniques and skills needed for 
students to make it through all the learning gates (learning standards). We also 
know that our Thunderbird students, with your encouragement and support, 
are ready to bring the determination and grit to succeed. 

PBIS 

PBIS stands for Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports and is a school-
wide approach to teaching evidence-based behavior expectations that build a 
healthy school climate and increase academic success for all students. In our 
PBIS work, we have established Johnson PRIDE attitude/behavior expectations 
and routines every day at Johnson. We also celebrate success as students 
practice the Thunderbird way. You can view all our Thunderbird PRIDE 
Assembly videos from last year (follow the TTV link on the Johnson home 
page).  

https://www.healthdistrict.org/cayac
https://www.familyclinicfc.com/
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AP’s Angle       continued 

During the first few weeks of the new school year, students will learn what 
Thunderbird PRIDE looks like in different areas of the building. Your partnership 
in promoting Thunderbird PRIDE with us is greatly appreciated.  

Our PBIS work also guides our school discipline practices. We have behavior 
response systems in place for staff to follow that ensure communication with 
parents. Our discipline practices also promote teaching and learning moments, 
as well as a restorative lens that is focused on relationships and preserving the 
dignity of everyone involved in the discipline process.    

If you have any questions about our PBIS work, please do not hesitate to give 
me a call (488-5015) or send an email to mhughes@psdschools.org   

Go Thunderbirds! 

Matthew Hughes, Assistant Principal 

mailto:mhughes@psdschools.org
http://www.fcgov.com/vehicleidling
mailto:SchoolNewsletterCompany@gmail.com
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Fall 2021 Health/Safety Protocols 

Visit the PSD Health and Safety website for the most up to date information 
regarding district COVID protocols for schools. The district continues to follow 
guidance and orders from public health officials to meet evolving health and 
safety requirements and to implement district COVID protocols. 

School Supply List 

The school supply list for this school year is included in today’s news update, 
posted on the main doors at Johnson, and on the Johnson website. If your 
family ordered school supplies through “1st Day School Supplies”, they will be 
waiting in your child’s classroom on the 1st day of school.  

First Day of School 

The first day of school for students in 1st – 5th grade is Monday, August 16th. 
School hours are 8:50 a.m. to 3:28 p.m. 

Kindergarten students will have intake testing on August 16 and 17, and 
staggered start on August 18 and 19.  Kindergarten families will receive a letter 
from your child’s teacher with detailed information on the opening schedule.   

Pre-School students begin on Monday, August 23rd and parents will receive 
information directly from your child’s pre-school teacher.  

Class Lists/Teacher Assignment 

We know students are excited to know who their teacher and classmates will 
be! Class lists will be posted on the main doors at Johnson on Friday, August 
13th by 10:00 a.m. Parents may also look for your child’s teacher assignment 
through ParentVUE on this date.  

Once these lists are posted, they do not change.  Administration, classroom 
teachers, support staff, and specials teachers all work diligently to place your 
child in a balanced classroom in which he/she will be successful.  We consider a 
multitude of factors including but not limited to friendships, gender, academic 
needs/strengths, gifts and talents, learning styles, social/emotional needs, and 
more.  Moving a student from one classroom to another classroom after all 
these considerations are made unravels this thoughtful work and has a ripple 
effect for other students.  This is why: Once these lists are posted, they do not 
change. 

mailto:joe.mivshek@km.com
https://www.psdschools.org/psd2020-21/healthsafety
https://joh.psdschools.org/
https://www.psdschools.org/ParentVUE
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ParentVUE 

Parents/guardians can access grades, attendance, schedules, and other student 
information through the Synergy parent portal. Complete secure logon through 
the ParentVUE/StudentVUE portal or through the apps, which can be 
downloaded from the iTunes Store and Google Play. 

Parents/guardians can only see their student's information. Parents/guardians 
must have "educational rights" to access ParentVUE. Once educational rights 
are reflected in Synergy, parents will receive an email with a user activation 
code. 

Learn how to access and/or activate your account on the "Accessing and 
Activating a ParentVUE Account" web page. If you have questions, refer to the 
"Frequently Asked Questions" or contact our school office at 970-488-5000.  

Back-to-School Night 

Back-to-School Night for all grades will be held on Monday, August 23rd from 
5:30 – 7:15 p.m. This evening is an opportunity for families to meet your child’s 
teacher and learn important information about the classroom and the 
instruction your child will receive during the school year. We are in the process 
of planning an in-person event with COVID protocol recommendations in place. 
We will have more information out to you soon, but please reserve this 
evening. We will most likely offer three - 30 minute staggered sessions to 
reduce the amount of people in a room at a time and give families a choice of 
when they might attend. This night is for parents/guardians only.  Please watch 
your email for more specific details.    

https://pvue.psdschools.org/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/parentvue/id412054615?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.FreeLance.ParentVUE
https://www.psdschools.org/node/1316
https://www.psdschools.org/node/1316
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Daily Schedule  

School hours for students in Kindergarten – 5th Grade are 8:50 a.m. to 3:28 
p.m. Students should not arrive at school before 8:35 a.m. unless attending 
BASE Camp or a special program. Safety is a priority, and we want to be sure 
that staff members are present for supervision. Please make sure children are 
not on campus prior to 8:35 a.m. and leave promptly by 3:45 p.m. 

8:35 a.m.  Playground supervision begins     

8:45 a.m. Entrance bell rings     

8:50 a.m. Classes begin        

3:28 p.m. School dismissed     

3:45 p.m. Students should be off campus 

Lunch Schedule  

Daily classroom schedules will be communicated by your child’s teacher.  

Grade 

K 

1st 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

5th 

Lunch 

11:35 – 12:00 

11:45 – 12:05 

12:20 – 12:40 

12:15 – 12:35 

12:35 – 12:55 

12:45 – 1:05 

Johnson SAAC Committee 

Our School Accountability and Advisory Committee meets four times a year. 
Please see our meeting dates below. Our SAAC is responsible for advising the 
school in the following areas: resource allocation, our school unified 
improvement plan, school safety, and school direction. Other topics are 
discussed as they come up. If you are interested in supporting Johnson 
Elementary in this work, please contact the school principal to get more 
information. 

We meet at Johnson Elementary in the media center from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. 
Meeting dates are listed below.  

2021 - 2022 SAAC Meeting Dates: 

 September 22, 2021 

 November 3, 2021 

 January 12, 2022 

 March 9, 2022 
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Johnson Representative needed for the District 
Advisory Board 

We would like to have a representative from the Johnson parent community 
for the PSD District Advisory Board. The District Advisory Board advises the 
district on a number of issues and is made up of parent representatives from 
each school and acts as a link between the community and the district.  

The DAB gives parents an opportunity to interact and engage with the district. 
If you are interested in being a DAB representative for you school, please 
contact your principal. 

Please see the DAB bylaws and representative responsibilities documents for 
more information. 

Meetings are usually held the first Monday of the month, from 7 to 9 p.m. at 
the Johannsen Support Services Center, 2407 Laporte Avenue. 

Parent Communication from Johnson Elementary 

One of our goals at Johnson Elementary is to be eco-friendly. We send most of 
our parent communications via email. We post copies of newsletters and 
updates to the Johnson website on a weekly basis. 

The email address you provide at registration is used to send communications 
from PSD and the office at Johnson Elementary. If you are a parent/guardian of 
a student enrolled at Johnson and are not receiving our news updates – please 
call the school office, we will verify the email address we have on file for you.   

Transportation – Bus eligibility, applications, and 
school choice busing information 

PSD’s Transportation department is striving to maximize student ridership 
while following state and county safety guidelines for bus transportation. For 
the most up to date information on bussing in PSD, visit the Transportation 
website.  

Student Fees and Charges 

Visit the PSD website and the link below for complete information on your 
options to pay student fees, including information on fee waivers. 

Click Here: Student Fees and Charges  

https://www.psdschools.org/sites/default/files/PSD/district_advisory_board/PSD%20DAB%20Bylaws%20-%20November%2C%202018.pdf
https://www.psdschools.org/sites/default/files/PSD/district_advisory_board/What%20are%20my%20responsibilities%20as%20a%20DAB%20rep.pdf
https://www.psdschools.org/programs-services/transportation
https://www.psdschools.org/programs-services/transportation
https://www.psdschools.org/student-fees-and-charges
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School Meals 

Thanks to an extension of the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s school district 
reimbursement program, PSD will once again offer free meals to any enrolled 
PSD student during the 2021-22 school year.  Ala carte items will once again be 
sold at secondary schools. Meal menus, including ingredients, allergens and 
nutrition details are available on the PSD School Meal website.   

Families are encouraged to apply for Free and Reduced meals for the coming 
school year starting on August 1, 2021. Those who qualify for benefits are 
eligible for school fee/charge waivers. 

For complete details on school meals in PSD, visit the Child Nutrition website. 
Have a question and your not sure who to contact?  Send your question 
to nutrition@psdschools.org and we will get it forwarded to just the right 
person. 

Johnson Parent Handbook 

The Johnson Parent Handbook will soon be updated for the 2021-2022 School 
Year and available on the Johnson website under the “About Us” Tab.  

The purpose of the handbook is to provide information regarding Johnson 
Elementary School, as well as our school’s rules and procedures in an “easy to 
access” format.  We encourage you to read it, keep it on hand to refer to it, and 
let us know if you need any clarification. 

Poudre School District policies and regulations (including but not limited to 
those in the District’s Student Rights & Code of Conduct booklet) also apply to 
Johnson Elementary School and are controlling over our rules and procedures if 
there is any inconsistency or conflict. Although this handbook may reference 
certain District policies and regulations, the actual language of the referenced 
policies and regulations is controlling over the language in this handbook. 
District rules and regulations change over time.  We will update you as new 
information becomes available. If you have any questions, feel free to call 488-
5000 or visit the main office of Johnson Elementary School. 

https://www.psdschools.org/programs-services/school-meals/menu
https://www.psdschools.org/programs-services/school-meals/free-and-reduced-meals
https://www.psdschools.org/programs-services/school-meals
mailto:nutrition@psdschools.org
https://joh.psdschools.org/
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Johnson Calendar of Events 

August     

13 10:00 am Class Lists Posted on the main doors at 
Johnson 

16 8:50 am – 3:28 pm 1st Day of School for 1st – 5th Grade 
Students 

16 – 17   Intake Testing for Kindergarten Students 

18 – 19   Staggered Start Days for Kindergarten 
Students 

20 8:50 am – 3:28 pm 1st Full day of school for Kindergarten 
Students 

23 5:30 – 7:15 pm Back-to-School Night 
1st Day of School for Pre-School 
Students 

September     

6   NO SCHOOL – Labor Day 

17   NO SCHOOL – Teacher Workday 

24 TBD Johnson P.R.I.D.E Assembly 

22 6:00 – 8:00 pm SAAC Committee Meeting 

22 – 24   ECO Week for 5th Grade Students 

29   Individual Student Picture Day 

* PSD Calendar dates beyond this point –  

PSD 2021-22 K-12 Student/Teacher Calendar 

*Visit the Johnson Website for events and activities specific to Johnson. 

“The Poudre School District is committed to the policy that no otherwise 
qualified person shall be denied access to, be excluded from participation in, be 
denied the benefits of, or be subjected to unlawful discrimination under, any 
District program or activity on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, 
ancestry, sex, sexual orientation, marital status, veteran status, age or 
disability.  District compliance with this policy shall be the responsibility of, and 
reports and complaints of discrimination based on these protected 
classifications should be directed to:  For District students and community 
members: Director of Student Services, 1630 South Stover Street, Fort Collins, 
Colorado 80525, phone: 970-490-3033; For District employees: Executive 
Director of Human Resources, 2407 La Porte Avenue, Fort Collins, Colorado 
80521, phone: 970-490-3620.” 

https://www.psdschools.org/sites/default/files/PSD/communications/Calendars%20and%20Schedules/2021-22/2021-22_PSD_%20Calendar.pdf
https://joh.psdschools.org/
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