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Principal’s Corner 

continued on next page 

Dear Johnson Families, 

Our entire staff is very excited to have the children back to school. Day one 
was spent acclimating to the new school year, getting to know one another, 
establishing routines, and saying hello to old and new friends. By day two, 
students were engaged with academics and showing Thunderbird Pride!   

We have several ways you can get news from our school.  You can like our 
school Facebook page @JohnsonTbirds1988, like our JPTO Johnson 
Community @JohnsonElementaryCommunityPage, go to our website:   
https://joh.psdschools.org/ or visit our new Instagram account which can be 
found on our main website page.  

As we begin our new year, we have a few reminders. Please read our School 
Handbook (posted on our website) for our parking lot etiquette as well as 
arrival and departure times for our campus. We ask that all families are aware 
of our arrival procedures and departure procedures. Students can be on 
campus as early as 8:35 am. We have staff on duty at 8:35 am.  If students 
arrive earlier, we do not have supervision for them, so they should not be on 
campus unattended. Thank you for your support in keeping all our students 
safe. 

Back to School Night was a great success. We enjoyed seeing all of you and 
appreciate the support. We will soon have a sign-up for parent-teacher 
conferences go out electronically. We can do these in-person or virtually to 
meet your preference.   

mailto:gdawson@psdschools.org
mailto:mhughes@psdschools.org
mailto:tcrewdso@psdschools.org
mailto:wthornto@psdschools.org
mailto:jallen@psdschools.org
http://joh.psdschools.org
http://www.womensclinicnoco.com/
https://www.familyclinicfc.com/
https://joh.psdschools.org/


 

page 2 

Principal’s Corner       continued 

Another important event this month is the kickoff of our annual fund raiser for 
our Johnson Parent Teacher Organization. We kick off our RAISE CRAZE 
September 10th, so please watch for this information from your child. We 
began this virtual fundraiser last year with great success.  Raise Craze is 
fundraising through kindness. You can find more information at the following 
link: Raise Craze: How RC works. If you have questions or would like more 
information, please contact our JPTO. The money raised funds field trips, 
special speakers, assemblies, capital improvements to our facilities, and much 
more. This year, we are installing a new play apparatus on our primary 
playground. We hope it arrives soon!  

Finally, I would like to extend an invitation to anyone who is interested in 
providing leadership through our School Accountability and Advisory 
Committee (SAAC). We are looking for new membership. Our SAAC advises on 
school improvement, what direction our school and district takes, how we 
allocate our funding, and any other needs as they arise. The time commitment 
is about 2 hours per quarter. Dates can be found on our website at          
https://joh.psdschools.org/about-us/school-accountability-and-advisory-
committee-saac. If you are interested in joining us, please email me directly 
expressing your interest and why you would like to be a part of our SAAC.    

Thank you in advance for your support of Johnson Elementary. You are one of 
the many reasons Johnson is a great place to be!  

All my best, 

Georgie Dawson 

https://www.healthdistrict.org/cayac
http://www.youthclinic.com/
https://raisecraze.com/how-rc-works
https://joh.psdschools.org/about-us/school-accountability-and-advisory-committee-saac
https://joh.psdschools.org/about-us/school-accountability-and-advisory-committee-saac
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continued on next page 

AP’s Angle 

September 2021 

Thunderbird PRIDE “Around the World”! 

Remember the basketball game “Around the World”? I used to play that for 
hours with my brother (mainly because that’s how long it took me to complete 
the game!). The goal was to make a basket in different spots, and in sequence, 
around the court. However, and here’s what made it take so long, if I got to a 
certain spot and missed twice, I had to start all over again at the first spot, 
which was especially frustrating when I only had one or two bank-shots left to 
make before completing the journey around-the-world. At Johnson, we like to 
remind the students that Thunderbird PRIDE goes beyond the classroom and 
extends to different “spots” around the school, like the cafeteria, hallways, and 
playground to name a few. Some spots require a different type of behavior 
challenge to be successful, but we do expect students to show Thunderbird 
PRIDE everywhere.  

Our school PBIS team (Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports) recently 
made, what we call, a “behavior matrix video” to help students know the 
expected behavior for each location around the school. When students show 
Thunderbird PRIDE in these spots as well as the classroom, then everyone is 
happy, safe, and successful. Thank you for your support in helping your child 
show what it means to Participate Positively, Respect Everyone, Insist on 
Safety, Do Your Best, and Enjoy Learning “around-the-world” at Johnson. Go 
Thunderbirds! 

http://www.poudrelibraries.org/borrow
http://www.saludclinic.org/


 

page 4 

Articles included in today’s issue: 

• Thunderbird Choir 

• Volunteer Opportunities 

• Attendance and Absence Reporting 

• Johnson Representative needed for DAB 

• Donation Requests 

• Ongoing Fundraisers for Johnson  

• News from the PE Department  

• Johnson Calendar of Events 

AP’s Angle       continued 

Fall Assessments and CMAS Reports 

We have completed our Fall MAPs assessments for students in grades 2-5, 
which will help teachers measure and plan for what students know. For more 
information on MAPs testing, please visit the Family Toolkit from the national 
website.  

We have also received the hard copy CMAS reports (for students in grades 3-5) 
and will be sending those home in Thursday Folders on September 3rd. Please 
let me know if you have any questions about these reports.  

Thank you for all your support over these first few weeks back at school. 

Matt Hughes  

mailto:SchoolNewsletterCompany@gmail.com
http://www.fcconnexion.com/
https://www.nwea.org/the-map-suite/family-toolkit/
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Thunderbird Choir  

CHOIR IS BACK!!!   Let's make captivating and beautiful music this year!  Choir 
for 4th and 5th grade students will be starting this fall on the week of October 
4th, 2021. In order to follow the school district's COVID rules and guidelines, we 
will have separate practices for 4th and 5th graders. Mondays from 7:45 a.m. to 
8:30 a.m. will be practices for 5th graders. Wednesdays from 7:45 a.m. to 8:30 
a.m. will be practices for 4th graders. All practices will be in the music room 
and students may enter from the outside music door, which is closest to the 
2nd grade classrooms.  Music teachers are waiting to hear back from the 
district about performances.  In any case, we will at least have virtual 
performances.  Please look out for papers with more information about choir 
to come home in the beginning of September.  I am overjoyed to direct 
Johnson Thunderbirds again in choir! 

Ms. Breanne Mathias 

Johnson Elementary Music Teacher 

bmathias@psdschools.org 

Volunteer Opportunities 

We are welcoming volunteers to help our teachers with clerical projects, 
shelving library books, outdoor field trips, and other projects. We are not 
allowed to have volunteers work with students at this time.  

Volunteers must be registered with PSD, always wear a mask, maximize 
physical distancing from others and wash hands frequently. Volunteers may 
not enter a PSD building with any of the following symptoms:  

• New loss of taste or smell, Fever of 100.4 or higher, New or Worsening 
Cough, Chills, Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, Muscle or body 
aches, Sore throat, Headache, Fatigue, Runny nose or congestion, 
nausea or vomiting, diarrhea. 

Volunteer Online System 

• Follow this link to access PSD’s online system: 
community.psdschools.org  

• For guidance and support on registering see the Community Tech Portal 
at http://techportal.psdschools.org/  

• First-time users will need to register using a valid email address.   

• To support accurate contact tracing efforts, volunteers must check-in at 
each PSD location visited.   

• Volunteers can access their account to make modifications throughout 
each day as needed.  

Please reach out to your child’s teacher for volunteer opportunities. 

mailto:joe.mivshek@km.com
mailto:bmathias@psdschools.org
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fcommunity.psdschools.org%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNF-pIZ4zsUe2tjTTCCUbxyospmksw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Ftechportal.psdschools.org%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEUnMl95822vVczcp-b1kfBta78zg
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Health/Safety Protocols 

Visit the PSD Health and Safety website for the most up to date information 
regarding district COVID protocols for schools. The district continues to follow 
guidance and orders from public health officials to meet evolving health and 
safety requirements and to implement district COVID protocols. 

We want to thank our parents/guardians for keeping children home when they 
are not feeling well. Please screen your child for symptoms prior to sending 
him/her to school. Can I go to school symptom check 

As always, we ask that you continue monitoring your child and keep them at 
home if they begin experiencing any symptoms (runny nose, new or worsening 
cough, fever of 100.4 F or higher and more). PSD strictly adheres to the 
state’s Return to Learn guidelines. If symptoms begin, we encourage you 
to be tested for COVID-19. Please notify us immediately at (970-488-5000) if 
any member of your household tests positive.  

Attendance and Absence Reporting 

If your student is ill, they should not come to school.  

If your child will be absent or tardy, please call our school attendance line at 
970-488-5095. Be prepared to answer the following questions:  

1. Give your students First and Last Name, Grade and Teacher 

2. Reason for Absence 

3. If your child is ill, is he/she experiencing any of these COVID-like symp-
toms: 

• Fever or chills 

• Cough 

• Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 

• Fatigue 

• Muscle or body aches 

• Headache 

• New loss of taste or smell, OR  

• Sore throat 

Please leave a detailed message about your child’s symptoms, information 
about any possible exposure to a COVID-19 case, and your phone number to 
receive a call back from our health office staff.  

https://www.psdschools.org/psd2020-21/healthsafety
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VdL-vLQF9t1WQTYwFv8-Tmh_Dcvkbizf/view
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2Fods_2xpxgLfBSehjzqSB5Q~~%2FAAAAAQA~%2FRgRi2f3kP0RSaHR0cHM6Ly9kcml2ZS5nb29nbGUuY29tL2ZpbGUvZC8xbmhnR0liYWt5QUpZM1hKMlRXNDRzdzdidFhYcUlTQlIvdmlldz91c3A9c2hh
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Johnson Representative needed for the District 
Advisory Board 

We would like to have a representative from the Johnson parent community 
for the PSD District Advisory Board. The District Advisory Board advises the 
district on a number of issues and is made up of parent representatives from 
each school and acts as a link between the community and the district.  

The DAB gives parents an opportunity to interact and engage with the district. 
If you are interested in being a DAB representative for you school, please 
contact your principal. 

Please see the DAB bylaws and representative responsibilities documents for 
more information. 

Meetings are usually held the first Monday of the month, from 7 to 9 p.m. at 
the Johannsen Support Services Center, 2407 Laporte Avenue. 

PSD needs Substitute Teachers 

Are you interested in becoming a substitute in Poudre School District? PSD is 
recruiting substitute teachers. Here is the link to the PSD Website for more in-
formation: Subbing for PSD. On this page is a link to the Colorado Department 
of Education’s website, which includes CDE stipend incentives for those who 
get licensed to substitute. 

Health Office Needs 

We could use some clothing items for the school health office. New or gently 
used items appreciated.  

• Underpants – Boys and girls – sizes 3/4-5/6-7/8 

• Pants – All sizes, both girls and boys 

• Shirts – Large for upper grades, boys and girls 

Donations for Tech Room 

Mrs. Durkin would appreciate donations of paper towels for her classroom.   

https://www.psdschools.org/sites/default/files/PSD/district_advisory_board/PSD%20DAB%20Bylaws%20-%20November%2C%202018.pdf
https://www.psdschools.org/sites/default/files/PSD/district_advisory_board/What%20are%20my%20responsibilities%20as%20a%20DAB%20rep.pdf
https://www.psdschools.org/careers/substitute-teachers
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School Donations help with learning materials 

These donation requests help cover the cost of many learning materials. We 
appreciate your support in helping supply our students with the materials they 
need to be successful in school. These donation items are visible in SchoolPay: 
Pay Fees/Charges Online 

• Johnson Supplies: Kindergarten - 5th Grade 2021-22 

$20 to cover all or a portion of the cost of purchasing expendable 
supplies to be used by all students for literacy, math, social studies, 
science, and craft activities. Waivers are not applicable; students will 
have access to the supplies regardless of whether payment is made. For 
families with more than one child enrolled at Johnson – we would only 
ask for one donation of $20.  

• Johnson Student Planner: 4th & 5th Grade 2021-22 

$4 To cover all or a portion of the cost of the planners. Waivers are not 
applicable; all students will receive a planner regardless of whether 
payment is made. 

Ongoing fundraisers for Johnson Elementary 

These passive fundraisers directly benefit Johnson Elementary discretionary 
fund/classroom budgets: 

American Furniture Warehouse Fundraiser 

Shop at any AFW location, online or by phone and mention Johnson Elemen-
tary at checkout. Our school will receive 2% donation on any purchase, 4% on 
Beauty Rest mattresses. Invite others to participate. Friends and Family can 
help too! 

Caps4Cash – Morning Fresh Dairy Fundraiser 

Caps4Cash is a Morning Fresh Dairy program where schools earn cash by col-
lecting caps from Morning Fresh Dairy glass bottles. Each cap will be redeemed 
for 5 cents. We use this fundraiser to help support our Student Council Pro-
gram.  

Advertising Fundraising for Johnson 

Organizations can purchase advertising in individual school newsletters through 
the School Communications Agency. 60% of revenue from advertising goes 
back to the school to be used at the principal's discretion. Contact: (970) 239-
1641 

https://www.psdschools.org/schoolpay
https://theschoolcommunicationsagency.com/
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Box Tops Fundraiser 

Looking for a quick and easy way to help support our amazing school? 
Download the free Box Tops App. And register Johnson Elementary as your 
school and when you go shopping just go into the app and take a picture of 
your receipt and it will give our school .10 per participating items, just make 
sure you submit them within 14 days of your purchase. 

King Soopers Community Rewards Fundraiser 

Johnson has recently been added to the list of nonprofits eligible for funding 
through their community rewards program. We encourage our families to 
register your King SooperCard and choose Johnson as the designated 
nonprofit. Go to www.KingSoopers.com  

• Scroll all the way down near the bottom of the page where you will see 
“Community” click on it. 

• You will then see “KingSoopers Community Rewards” click on it. 

• In the middle of the page you will see “enroll now” click on it. 

• Next you will need to add your email and password.  

(If you’ve never logged in before, but still have a card, you can attach an email 
and password to your existing number by creating an account) 

If you don’t have a card, choose “create an account”. 

• A search box will open to select your charity – type “Johnson PSD” on 
the left of the screen. On the right, you can select “education” as type. 
Click on the magnifying glass for the search to work and select your 
organization.  

• There are two Johnson schools listed. The address is with it, so finding 
ours is easy and at the top. (4101 Seneca Street) Click “enroll” 

Adding this card will not affect your gas points or other discount benefits you 
receive through King Soopers.  

Amazon – Smile.amazon.com Fundraiser  

Amazon has a wonderful giving program called Smile.amazon.com 
that gives  0.5%  of your qualified purchases to a charity of your choice. Here is 
how you can give to Johnson Elementary. All you have to do is register! 

How to enroll: 

Go to smile.amazon.com,  scroll to the bottom of the page    

At the bottom of the page click on "get started"  

It will take you to a login page. Log in with your amazon account 

Fundraisers that directly benefit JPTO 

http://www.KingSoopers.com
https://smile.amazon.com/
https://smile.amazon.com/
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On the task bar you will see Your Charity. You can then select the charity. Our 
registered name is Johnson Parent Teacher Organization.  (It is not listed as 
Johnson Elementary.) 

Know that all funds go to support our school, Johnson Elementary. 

Remember you must log in from the smile page at smile.amazon.com each 
time you make a purchase for the charitable donation to count. 

Thank you so much for supporting our school! 

Fundraisers that directly benefit JPTO continued 

• Johnson Elementary Website 

• PSD Schools Parent Website 

• District News 

• PSD School Calendars & Schedules 

News from the PE Department  

Hi Thunderbird Families, 

It’s great to be back in school for “live PE” again. We are following COVID pro-
tocols and try to be outside whenever possible. PE classes start outside and 
stay outside for grades 3-5 (no mask required).  We sanitize hands between 
classes (all grades/new environment).   1st and 2nd grade start inside most days 
(mask required) and then we head outside.   Kinder will be inside and they are 
so good about keeping their masks on. 

I look forward to PE opportunities outside the gym, such as Running Club, Walk 
and Bike to School Day, Schools on the Move Challenge, the 4th and 5th Track 
Meet and Field Days.  We are not sure about having climbing club yet (usually 
starts in November).  We will have a scaled down version of Jump Rope for 
Heart.  Running club starts September 13 with no restrictions. Permission slips 
will be available soon in the main entry near the office.  

Lastly, an encouraging word about PE classes- THEY NEED THEIR PE SHOES.  

Safety is the main concern.  Flip flops, dress sandals, open-toed shoes, dress 
shoes either inhibit movement or increase risk of falling or both.  Affordable 
used shoes are at ARC and Goodwill. 

Have a Great Year! 

Mr. Rumbold – Contact: jrumbold@psdschools.org  

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7Ctcrewdso%40psdschools.org%7Cbcd7a11311e1425c08b508d85902afc5%7C0d6d846ceadd4b6cb03ef15cd4b7e9cf%7C0%7C0%7C637357215357974974&sdata=8k5YODxAZXI2dlvjmIIBiNDP7egv
https://joh.psdschools.org/
https://www.psdschools.org/schools/parents
https://www.psdschools.org/community/district-news
https://www.psdschools.org/your-district/calendars
mailto:jrumbold@psdschools.org
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Johnson Calendar of Events 

September     

6   NO SCHOOL – Labor Day 

10   JPTO “Raise Craze” Fundraiser Kick-Off 

13 2:15 – 3:15 pm JPTO Executive Board Meeting, Media 
Center 

17   NO SCHOOL – Teacher Workday 

21 9:00 am – 2:00 pm 5th Grade Field Trip, Colorado Youth Out-
doors 

22 9:00 am – 2:00 pm 
6:00 – 8:00 pm 

5th Grade Field Trip, Lory State Park 
SAAC Committee Meeting, Media Center 

24 9:00 am Johnson P.R.I.D.E Assembly 

27 6:30 – 7:30 pm JPTO General Membership Meeting, Me-
dia Center 

29   Individual Student Picture Day 

October 

11 2:15 – 3:15 pm 
4:00 – 8:00 pm 

JPTO Executive Board Meeting, Media 
Center 
Parent/Teacher Conferences 

12 4:00 – 6:00 pm Parent/Teacher Conferences 

13 4:00 – 8:00 pm Parent/Teacher Conferences 

14 – 15   NO SCHOOL – Elementary Conference 
Exchange Day 

25 6:30 – 7:30 pm JPTO General Membership Meeting, Me-
dia Center 

29 Time TBD 
Time TBD 

Johnson P.R.I.D.E. Assembly 
Class Holiday Parties 

November 

3 6:00 – 8:00 pm SAAC Committee Meeting, Media Center 

7   Daylight Savings Time Ends “Fall back 1 
hour” 

8   NO SCHOOL – Building Work Day 

11   Veteran’s Recognition at Johnson 

15 2:15 – 3:15 pm JPTO Executive Board Meeting 

22 6:30 – 7:30 pm JPTO General Membership Meeting 

24 – 26   NO SCHOOL – Thanksgiving Break 

* PSD Calendar dates beyond this point –  

PSD 2021-22 K-12 Student/Teacher Calendar 

*Visit the Johnson Website for events and activities specific to Johnson. 

https://www.psdschools.org/sites/default/files/PSD/communications/Calendars%20and%20Schedules/2021-22/2021-22_PSD_%20Calendar.pdf
https://joh.psdschools.org/
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mailto:rnelson@fcgov.com
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“The Poudre School District is committed to the policy that no otherwise qualified person shall be denied 
access to, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to unlawful 
discrimination under, any District program or activity on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, 
ancestry, sex, sexual orientation, marital status, veteran status, age or disability.  District compliance with this 
policy shall be the responsibility of, and reports and complaints of discrimination based on these protected 
classifications should be directed to:  For District students and community members: Director of Student 
Services, 1630 South Stover Street, Fort Collins, Colorado 80525, phone: 970-490-3033; For District 
employees: Executive Director of Human Resources, 2407 La Porte Avenue, Fort Collins, Colorado 80521, 
phone: 970-490-3620.” 


